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Nova Scotia Pharmacare Rules 
For more information on Nova Scotia Pharmacare, please visit the Nova Scotia Department of Health 

and Wellness website at http://gov.ns.ca/DHW/publications.asp . 

Formulary Drug Pricing 
Drug pricing is determined by the formulary status of a drug which is displayed in the ALT+G-View 

Generic Equivalents window.   Drugs that are listed in the formulary belong to one of the following three 

(3) categories: 

1. Maximum Reimbursable Price (MRP) - MRP is the maximum drug cost established by the 

Minister under the Insured Prescription Drug Plan that is reimbursed to a provider or a 

beneficiary for a category of interchangeable products. The beneficiary (i.e. the patient) is not to 

be charged any cost difference between the Actual Acquisition Cost (AAC) of the drug and the 

MRP. MRP pricing replaces old MAC pricing.   

2. Pharmacare Reimbursement Price (PRP) - A PRP is assigned by the Minister to each of the 

following: 

a. Certain groups of drugs that are similar in therapeutic effect; 

b. Specific services for which coverage is established; 

c. Certain unit dose and special delivery formats that are also available in less expensive 

bulk formats; and 

d. Certain different supplies that are used for the same function. 

The beneficiary (i.e. the patient) may be charged the cost difference between the AAC of the 

drug and the PRP unless a PRP exception has been approved.  PRP pricing replaces old “Special 

MAC” pricing. 

3. None (blank) - This category is a Kroll specific category which is assigned to some drugs to 

ignore any formulary pricing rules.  These are typically brand name drugs. 

Dispensing Fees and Mark-ups 
The fee schedule published by Nova Scotia Pharmacare states: 

 The “Pharmacare Dispensing Fee” is the LESSER of the usual and customary dispensing fee the 

provider charges to cash customers and the applicable maximum Pharmacare dispensing fee. 

 Providers shall fill claims to a maximum of 100 days’ supply, if prescribed. The Program will not 

pay multiple fees where a quantity less than the quantity prescribed is dispensed (Exception for 

Seniors’ Pharmacare Program beneficiaries). 

 All refills must be a minimum of 28 days’ supply, except: 

o Refills for intermittent treatment of a chronic disorder; 

o Part refills of methadone; and 

o Others as determined by the Program. 

http://gov.ns.ca/DHW/publications.asp
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 For the period August 1st, 2011 to August 31, 2011: 

o Ostomy Supplies:  AAC plus 10% (to a maximum of $50 per prescription), plus a maximum 

Pharmacare dispensing fee of $10.73. 

o Injectables (except insulin):  AAC or where applicable, MRP or PRP, plus 10% (to a 

maximum of $50 per prescription), plus a maximum Pharmacare dispensing fee of $10.73. 

o Compounded extemporaneous products (except methadone and injectables):  AAC plus 

2% (to a maximum of $50 per prescription), and a maximum Pharmacare dispensing fee of 

$16.10. 

o All other prescriptions for drugs or supplies:  AAC plus 2% (to a maximum of $50 per 

prescription) or MRP or PRP plus 6% (to a maximum of $50 per prescription), plus a 

maximum Pharmacare dispensing fee of $10.73. 

Kroll Pricing Configuration 
For all MSI rules to be applied correctly, the Force Nova Scotia MAC Legislative Requirements option 

listed under File → Configuration → Store → Rx → Pricing must be enabled. 

Drug Price Groups 
To properly price prescriptions for Nova Scotia Pharmacare (i.e. MSI), the store requires two Drug Price 

Groups.  Other plans in Nova Scotia may use these drug price groups; however, the pricing for MSI is 

unique and requires a pricing strategy exception to link the drug price group to the MSI SubPlan.  The 

pricing strategy for each of these drug price groups corresponds to the respective pricing strategies: 

1. NS MSI (Injectables) 

2. NS MSI (Ostomy) 

Pricing Strategies 
To properly price prescriptions for Nova Scotia Pharmacare, the store requires four pricing strategies: 

1. NS MSI (Regular): 

 The Dispensing Fee is set to $10.73. 

 The Cost level is set to pull from Purchase.   

 The Markup is set to 2% of the Cost to a maximum of $50 (threshold value = $2500). 

2. NS MSI (MRP/PRP): 

 The Dispensing Fee is set to $10.73. 

 The Cost level is set to pull from the higher of Purchase and MRP/PRP. 

o The configuration option to force Nova Scotia Legislative Requirements will 

force the price to use the MRP price for applicable drugs. 

 The Markup is set to 6% of the Cost to a maximum of $50 (threshold value = $833.33). 

3. NS MSI (Mixture): 

 The Dispensing Fee is set to $16.10. 

 The Cost level is set to pull from Purchase. 

 The Markup is set to 2% of the cost to a maximum of $50 (threshold value = $2500). 
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4. NS MSI (Injectables): 

 The Dispensing Fee is set to $10.73. 

 The Cost level is set to pull from MRP/PRP if available, and Purchase price if MRP/PRP 

does not exist. 

 The Markup is set to 10% of the cost to a maximum of $50 (threshold value = $500). 

5. NS MSI (Ostomy): 

 The Dispensing Fee is set to $10.73. 

 The Cost level is set to pull from Purchase. 

 The Markup is set to 10% of the cost to a maximum of $50 (threshold value = $500). 

Sub Plan 
To properly price prescriptions for MSI Pharmacare (NS), MSI SubPlan pricing should be configured as 

follows: 

 Regular Drugs = NS MSI (Regular) 

 Formulary Drugs = NS MSI (MRP/PRP) 

 Mixtures = NS MSI (Mixtures) 

Prescription Pricing 
For Formulary Drugs, the NS MSI (MRP/PRP) pricing strategy is configured to use the higher of AAC and 

MRP/PRP to calculate prescription price.  Enabling the “Force Nova Scotia MAC (i.e. MRP) Legislative 

Requirements” configuration in File → Configuration → Store → Rx → Pricing will apply all formulary 

rules to the prescription. 

For Regular Drugs, the NS MSI (Regular) pricing strategy is configured to always use AAC to calculate 

prescription price.   

When Kroll publishes a formulary update, the MRP/PRP cost on the drug pack will only be set on 

products that are listed in the MSI MRP/PRP price list.  Products that do not have an MRP or PRP price 

specified by Nova Scotia Pharmacare will have their MRP/PRP cost blanked out by the update.   

When a drug has PRP pricing, the prescription will be priced with the higher of AAC and PRP.  This will 

allow the pharmacy to claim the maximum amount they can from MSI, and allow them to charge the 

difference to the patient if they choose. 

For drugs flagged as MRP/PRP, the system will try to follow one of the applicable pricing strategies 

explained previously.  However, a prescription will always use the MRP/PRP price (ignoring a higher 

Acquisition Cost) if the following conditions are met: 

 You are filling for an injection and MRP/PRP price is available. 

 You are filling for a drug, not a mixture. 

 The Force Nova Scotia Legislative Requirements flag is turned on in Store Configurations. 

 The Product Selection is not set to Prescriber’s Choice or Patient’s Choice 
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Appendix 
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A-2 Plan Pricing Set Up 
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A-3 NS MSI (Regular) 
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A-4 NS MSI (MRP/PRP) 
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A-5 Injectable Pricing Strategy 
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A-6 Ostomy Pricing Strategy 
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A-7 Mixture Pricing Strategy 
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A-8 Drug Price Group  
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A-9 Strategy Exceptions 
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B-1 MRP Drug  
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B-2 MRP Drug Prescription 

 

B-3 PRP Drug 
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B-4 PRP Drug Prescription 
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B-5 Non Formulary Drug 
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B-6 Non Formulary Drug Prescription 

 

B-7 Mixture Prescription 
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B-8 Injectable Drug with MRP/PRP 
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B-9 Injectable Drug with MRP/PRP Prescription 

 

B-10 Injectable Drug without MRP/PRP 
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B-11 Injectable Drug without MRP/PRP Prescription 
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Kroll Helpdesk Information 

Head Office – Toronto 
220 Duncan Mills Road Suite 201 
Toronto, Ontario 
M3B 3J5 
Tel: 416-383-1010 
Toll Free: 1-800-263-5876 
Fax: 416-383-0001 
support@kroll.ca 
 

Western Canada – Edmonton 
9622 – 42nd Avenue NW Suite 313 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6E 5Y4 
 

Eastern Canada – Dartmouth 
33 Ochterloney Street, Suite 260 
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia 
B2Y 4P5 
 


